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1. Introduction
Educational tests have been used for decades to screen students, to
measure achievements or aptitude and to diagnose learning problems. However,
not until the past ten or fifteen years has test bias become a topic of interest
due to the increasing proportion of test takers from divergent backgrounds and
more and more research focusing on the group score differences in different
tests. Some research and my personal teaching and test-taking experiences show
that ESL/EFL students tend to be the group most affected by the misuse of
test results due to bias. The purpose of this paper is to enrich ESL/EFL teach-
ers' understanding of the different sources of test bias and to help them mini-
mize the effects of bias in test development and administration through meth-
ods of bias detection and correction.
2. The Definition of Bias
The extensive amount of research on test bias has failed to reach a consen-
sus on the definition of bias because of the ongoing argument about whether
bias is equal to unfairness (Grover, 1981) or to the disparate impact of the test
(Popham, 1981).
Jenson (1 980), Mertz (1 974) and Green (1975) make a distinction between
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